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: This paper describes the réading and stndy'skills
programs- at rexas Southern Univers uhich operates within. the .
frasework- of the' irdividualized pre ption modél. - The majority of

" students enrolled in the progras hagp a- composite reading grade .

equivalent score of tem or below as méasured by the .Nelson-Denny

neading Test. Students are alloved to. progress at their own pace once

_they are assigned to work .through a .certain individual reading
packet. Ihe students® - perforaance i diagnosed and. evaluated
continnonsly froa skill to skill froa -unit to-unit. Teachers
sely. A minimus of 85 percent

to move from one unit to ancthe:. the uaits .in each area progress
froa easy to more difficult reading levels. The latetials for

- instructional packets come from many sources. Some materials are
comsercially prepared while otkers are developed in the :éadzng and

- study skills center. A variety of trade books, magazines, newspapers,

:eading skid1ls laboratories, tages filastrips, and filas are used as
:esonrces ih the development of ‘instructional units. (WR)
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-Introduction
The Stats of Texas designated Texas Southern Un1m71ty as a2

*Special Purpose Institution of lnghor .Education for Urban Progn-
l;ng" in June 1973.‘ This new charge mede 1t necessary for various de-
M and service centers of the Unimuty to ndnim their learn~
mmnhinmotforttomtthomdsofthmehmtoh. 1'&0 ;
Reading: and Study Skills CQntor was among those mctmetioml cntitiu
-_torodougnitalumium |

The student Population at Texas Sonthora Univoraity is -oro dimo '
now than ever, especially since the 1neoption of the W kond Collogos A

large m-bor of older ttudonts vhose studies have bom\intomptod for
various mcm. MI-tho cnployod students, perents and children ,fm

the same family, vetersns, bilingual and humtioml students consti.
) ;.
tute a large portion of the total enrollment., These students bring with

[
*

° A Texas Southern Universit ty hnlty Research Grant provided mm
to develop and implement this instructionsl program based on the use of”

individualised preseribed instructionsl packets at the college lewel,
(Whittaker, 15). .
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2
a multiplicity of different academic prepergtions. Many-of these stu-

dents are in need of speeial reading -and otudy .ld..ll. Af they are ex-

pected to make satisfactory progron acadenically, For the pnrpou of

chrity. a student 1n need of help in donloping mficiont ruding and

ctudy skills is 1dontitiod as one who is not ﬁmctioning at his’ reading
* expectency level ner hu he attained a grade oqnin:lonco score of 13,0

dr above in reading as luanrad by-a ltandadhod mding achievement .

t.’to ‘// i
AN

. Related I:iteraturo

The notion'of implementing instructional programs to meet. individ-
ual mxitnt needs is not new m the American educstionsl arema, As
eirly as 1922. Washburne (1%) uivocctod individualised instruction.
Many variations of individualized instructionsl models have been tried o
;during the last fifty years, (Gibbons. 3: Gronlund, 6; Heathers, 8).
" However, according to Hambleton (7) more individualiszed instruetione)
programs were hpla’antodﬁnring the Ilﬁn decade than any other po_::iod
of time, Adnittodly. the major efforts-to implement individusliged
learning programs han been eoncontuéod at the olmntary grades rather
than ucondary and college lovolc. Proforonco um to have been given
to Individualiged Prescribed Imtmction (IPI) in. cousparison to many
other m:tmci/:ioml models pro;li’catod) on mting individual studeat noodo.
Some of the chief exponents of the m model are Veateh (13), Tylor (12),

Wolf (16), Odom (10), Glaser (s, 5), Spodolt (11), Beck and nolvm (2).
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Progren Description -
The Reading and Study Skills program at Texas Southom University
" operates within the framework of the Individualized Prescribed Instru
tional lodol. It 1s bespd on the pnniu that "The ‘course duign mst,,
' - onco-pus the emont prerequisities for a Job....prwj,do ttndmto with —
the eapabnity to continumly npgudo their skijls attor lnving thb
classroom so they -y rouin oo-potitin in thoir protouion. In our -
technological world, that means boing able to "rud hcw" u ‘well as “to
«® (Johnson, 9), The progran herein described shows how gom and fn-
ttructional. roloureu are Miﬁd\nny prescribed for the oxpmn pnr;on ]
of faeili/lng learning and academic developmert of .ﬁudoﬂtl enrolled :
ruding and. study skills it the college ),ml. It is mainly eoncomod
vith the tomtion of bohavioul objoetivn for each .skill tmght dhg- J
" “nosis of resding and study skills competencies of students entertng the
program, the -a88¢881bility of a nx-!.oty of mnruetioml utorhh. ?.n-
dividul pacing and nquoneing of logming utnrhh. in additioul to
c.nmny *PPraising end Plotting indiyiduai  etudont, p.rromeo and pro-
gress, , _ . s :

e

Student Seloetiv.ltx. The ma jority of stndont- mnod in Ro;mg and
Studv Skills couuu at Texas Southom Univo"uty vho receive mltmetion -
via Mvidunl instruetional packets luvo a composite mding grado equi-

valent soore of .10.0.0r bolov 48 measured by the Nelsop-. m Reading ZOOt.'

The holm-wudi‘n‘ Test scores for bogim!ng students are udu a-

nncble to student advisors prior to rogiltution each cuntor and _Sum-
mer term, ° Stndmta are ukcd to enroll in ruding -tudy lkilll
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_course based on hil tnt romltl. Any atudont vwhose toul performance

is bolov 13,0 on the N o;aon-Dormz Rud_:l_ng Test .48 so0 adviud. Those atn-

dents who score below 10.0 are administered a diagnostic imtruum to
dotonino more lpoeifienuy their reading dofioionein and iutrnetioml

. 1ovola. The dhgnutie appraisal 1: made d\u'ing the ﬁrst week of clau
- 'Anstruction bogiming each u-utor md summer term., The g Rudg\g'

Test Forn JA, Diagnostic Reading ‘I‘utl and a tuehor-ndo inforxal read-
ing 'innntory are Mtw used to p;ko further diagnosis of students

who evidence a deficit in reading skills. Data gor’m'atod from these in-
stmonta are classified and ectogomod for instructional p\u-poul based
sld.ll doﬁeicmciu and levels of difficulty. This lemning procedure
is noeouary because we must meh the atudonta boforo we can advance
thoa ceadcnieclly. (Bachner, 1:55). Fro- this point on students work
through 1ndiud\u11y prescribed instmetioml packets, -

. ) . +wo
Mrnet:lom}_ Progedured. The instructional program is divided into Shw

, broad areas: 1, resding skills, and 2, study skills. Each sres is fure
\ ’ - !
ther divided into units, and units are dividod into skills. For example,

tho unit on location skills consists of pnviwing. skimming, lcaming.

using the profaco and/or introduction, using table of contents, uling a

bibliography, nling an appendix, and nung the index, The various sknll
nake up the imtmctioml. peckets, Instructional peckets for each unit
in an area progress in levels of 'diffie'ulfy. A single packet contains
aétivities designed for the mastery of a partioular skill. Each. packet
has its own-set of behavorial objectives and activities throigh which .

student works st his wum psce, The mastery of a particular skill may re-

[
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quire several steps and nctivitiol eontniuod within a linglo packet. To -
move from one skill to nnothor. a student must master ueh step with nt
least 85% accuracy. In the cvmt a ltudont flill to scoxe the minimum

per cent of acouracy on a skill test, he is provided with co-panblo ox-/
ercises until the desired level of achievement is attained. The same ex-

:orcin is never stempted twice. The student and teacher check the ttudont'l_

performance on all exercises eodpontivoly. _ The teacher is charged with

tho rolponsibility of carofum wonitering .each student’s progress as he
uorku through the various inotmetipml units. Contimuocus diagnosis. 1: -
part of the onl\ution process., - , 3

Learning utomh und for the total reading and study skills pro-
gru are drawm fm many sources. Some materials are eowchlly pro-
pared while others are dovolepod in tho Reading and Study 'Skills Center,
A nri,ty of trade books, ‘magazines, nevspapers, mding skills labors-
tories, tapes, filmstrips and films are resources from which instruction-
al units are developed. Maximum use is yudd of software; however, hard-

ware is used when appropriate.

Summary

The Urban Centered Reading and Study Skills Program ot Texas Southern
.University is besed on the produ that reading skills at the college 2 ..n-'
ol can best be taught on an ‘mdividul basis. Diagrostic messures are ap-
plied to identify students’ reading dotuicnciu and Szutructioml levels,
Stndontl are allowed to yAgnn at thpir own pace. once they are numod

te vork through a cortain individusl reading and study skills pcekot. The
/
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. :
_ students' performance is disgnosed and evaluated contirmuously fiom skill

to skill and unit: to unit. Teachers -on,;tor'ltndom' progress very
closely. A minimum of 85% ‘accurgey 1s required on all skill tests before
& student is permitted to move fr;m one unit to another. The units in each
grea progress from easy to more difficult reading levelss The materials

for instructional packets come from a variety of sources ﬁeludiné both
commercially end tescher prepared astivities.




1.

2,

3

5.

7.

8.

9—9'

10,

11.

12,

13.

15,

' Hambleten, Aebart X, "Pesting and Decision- Prodeidures for

Bibliography

Bachner, Saul, “Teaching Resding and Literature to the Diudmtqa&.
Part II Theorys The Curriculum,” Journal of Reading,” Vol, 18,
No, 1 (October, 197%), S5. ‘ . )

Béok, Isabel L., and John O, Bolvin, "A Model for Non-Gradedness:
The°Readiig Program for Individually Prescribed Instruction,”

Elepentery Bnglish, Vol 4h (February, 1969), 9.0—1—353 -

Gibborjs, M. *What is Individuslised Instruction?® Interghange, Vol.
£ (1970), 26-s2, /

‘ Glaser, R, "Ada?:ting the “lementary s&.m Curriculam to Intiivid-

ual Performance.” In Procsedings of the 1967 Invitatjonal Cop-

Wf Princeton, N, Jos BZusationl |-
ervice, . ) . .

.Glager, R, "Evaluation of Instruction and Changing i‘lu&\tiem(l

Models," In Wittrock, M.,C. and Wiley, D. X, (Bds.), The

on of Instructiori. New York: Holt, Rinehart, Winston, -

1970, ‘ / S
Gronlund, N, B, ividua)iging Classroom Instruction. New Yorki L
wm'mmm Company, 1976, . AR

\A ‘\
- Selested Individualiged Instructional Programs," ow of
Edgygationa) Ressarch, Vol 4, No, &, (Fall, 197%), .

Heathers, G, "Overview ;:f Imovations in Organisation for Learning,"
Interehange, VS;B. (1972), 47-68, i

Johnson, Joyce D, ° Rudi.ns Teacher in the Vocational Classroom,"
Jdournal of Reading, Vol 18 (Ootober, 1974), 27, .
\ -

Odom, Sterling C., "Individualizing a Rea Progran,” The M‘
"Teagher, Vol 24, (February, 1971), 403810, = :

Spodek, Bernard, "Alternatives to Traditional Bducationm.® P
i;nm_oz__'ld“za.si_ogl- Vol. 48, (Jamuary, 1971) M'B-biﬁ. :

Tyler, Fred, “Intre-individusl Variability," W_@
* Instruotion:-N8SE Yearbook, 1962, vp. 164-175,

Veatch, Jeanette, duald !o\ir Read ; o New York:
Go P. Putman’s, 1 .

Washburne C, W, "Educational Measurements as s Key to Individualise

ing Instruction and Promotion," Journal of Eduestionsl Researeh, .

+

-

v°10 5, ] (1922). 195-2%.

oy

N ety



2 b LT

15, Whittaker, Jeweleans Wilta, “Individualised Prescribed Instrectionsl
: Packets in an Urban Centered Reading and Study Skills Prggun."‘ -
. In Preparation, .

16, ‘Wolf, Mildred, "Individualised Reading - How I Broke the Mode,"
\ . M.".!Q!ME- Vol 87. (S.Pt.-hro 1969)0 158"163.

!

A

|
|




